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HANS-JOACHIM WATZKE

Chairman of the Board of Borussia Dortmund

Being the CEO of Borussia Dortmund, Hans-Joachim Watzke makes football-history and is closely linked to
the unbelievable success of the previously ailing football club. In 2006 the management expert and
entrepreneur prevented the bankruptcy of the then debt-ridden Borussia. Only seven years later, Borussia
Dortmund is the only market-listed football club in Germany, German football champion, Cup Winner,
Champions League finalist and practically debt-free.

Over many years, Hans-Joachim Watzke (born 1959) was head of Watex, a medium-sized company founded
by him. In 2005 the football fan has become CEO of Borussia Dortmund and therefore left the management of
Watex.

Watzke restructured and streamlined the football club consequently and by means of a rigid cuts plan and a
smart financial plan, he set the course for Borussia’s successful future. Hans-Joachim Watzke has
established the club once more on top of European football, not to mention the efforts of coach Jurgen Klopp.

Down-to-earth, with a practical attitude and with loads of insider knowledge, Watzke talks about his tasks
and his experiences in football management. Known for his straightforward way of talking and his clear
message, Watzke’s presentations are utterly interesting from the business point of view as well as for football
aficionados, as he gives thrilling insights into European football.

Topics (Selection):
» Well Planned Financial Policy and the Look Ahead
* Borussia Dortmund — Tradition and Future
» Can Success be Planned?
Publications (Selection):
» Echte Liebe: Ein Leben mit dem BVB, 2019
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